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Submissions close midnight: Friday 13 September 2019 
 
SUBMISSION Parliamentary Select Committee Local Government Act 1995 (WA) 
 
Below are the headings that are set by parliament for the committee. You can use all, 
some or one of them. If your submission does not fit under headings 1-6, use 7. 
 
1. How well the system of Local Government is functioning in Western Australia 

 
2. Whether the Local Government Act 1995 and related legislation is generally suitable 

in scope, construction and application; 
 

3. The scope of activities of Local Governments 
 

4. The role of the Department of State administering the Local Government Act 1995 
and related legislation 
 

5. The role of Elected Members and Chief Executive Officers/employees and whether 
these are clearly defined, delineated, understood and accepted 
 

6. The funding and financial management of Local Governments  
 

7. Any other related matters the Select Committee identifies as worthy of examination 
and Report 
 

Note here whether you would like to give oral evidence, whether or not you want your 
submission to be confidential (noting anything you say is generally covered by 
parliamentary privilege if what you say is true). Speak to the committee clerk or lawyer if 
you need clarification about anything  to do with your submission: see details above. 
 
The overriding reason for local councils is to service ratepayers. They seem to 
see ratepayers as the enemy. There seems to be a real ‘them and us’ situation in 
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many local councils. Decisions should be made in the public interest not for the 
benefit of council and for the ease of the officers. 
 
 
I believe that property developers have too much influence on councils. There 
should be more diligence done on individuals who put themselves up for election 
as councillors to avoid conflicts of interest.  
Also there should be methods in place to stop applicants of projects just going 
on to the Department of Planning in order to override council decisions. 
The local council should have more control over what happens and what is built 
in their own jurisdiction. 
 
 
There should be more control on the natural environment. Too much green space 
is sacrificed to concrete. Green space should be protected. Rather than all out 
bulldozing developers should be made to preserve large trees and work around 
them. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
Claire Brittain B Com. 
Ratepayer, Marketing and Management -Now retired 
 




